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= This image does not bleed far enough outside the trim zone. For best
results, images should bleed at least 0.125" (3mm) off of the page.
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Book Cover

If you’re uploading your own cover file, upload as one continuous image including a front cover, back
cover, and spine. Set for your selected paperback trim size and page count with the appropriate
amount of bleed.

To format your paperback cover, you'll first need to calculate spine width.
To find spine width for black ink books:

e White paper: multiply page count by 0.002252” (0.0572 mm)
e Cream paper: multiply page count by 0.0025” (0.0635 mm)

To find spine width for color ink books:
e Multiply page count by 0.002347” (0.0596 mm)

Every book will vary slightly when bound. Allow for 0.0625” (1.6 mm) variance on either side of the
fold lines for your cover. For example, if your spine width is 1” (25.4 mm), your text should be no
wider than 0.875” (22.2 mm). Because of this variance, cover designs with spines that have hard
edges or lines that end on the fold line may experience some wrapping to the front or back cover.’

Insert spine width, selected trim size width and height, and the 0.125” (3 mm) bleed requirement into
the following equations to find your cover size:

Cover Width = Bleed + Back Cover Width + Spine Width + Front Cover Width + Bleed

Cover Height = Bleed + Trim Height + Bleed



Example:
300-page 6” x 9” (15.24 x 22.86 cm) trim size black ink paperback printed on white paper:

300 (pages) x 0.002252” (spine multiplier) = 0.6756” (spine width)
300 (pages) x 0.0572 mm (spine multiplier) = 17.16 mm (spine width)

Cover Width = 0.125” (bleed) + 6” (trim width) + 0.6756” (spine width) + 6” (trim width) + 0.125”
(bleed) = 12.9256”

Cover Width = 3 mm (bleed) + 15.24 cm (trim width) + 17.16 mm (spine width) + 15.24 cm (trim
width) + 3 mm (bleed) = 32.8 cm

Cover Height = 0.125” (bleed) + 9” (trim height) + 0.125” (bleed) = 9.25”
Cover Height = 3 mm (bleed) + 22.86 cm (trim height) + 3 mm (bleed) = 23.46 cm

KDP requires a minimum 0.25” (6.4 mm) margin from the bleed line for all live elements to ensure
content is not cut off during printing. Text and graphics for reading must appear inside the safe zone.
We allow ascenders, descenders, edges of text, and text as design elements to bleed to the edges
of the cover file as long as the text within the safe zone is still legible.

Spine text and spine logos must have at least a 0.0625” (1.6 mm) margin of space on either side, so
text prints on the spine and doesn’t wrap onto the cover. To determine spine text size:

Spine Text Size = Spine Width — Left Spine Margin — Right Spine Margin
Example:
300-page black ink paperback printed on white paper:

Spine Text Size = 0.6756” (spine width) — 0.0625” (margin) — 0.0625” (margin) = 0.5506”
Spine Text Size = 17.16 mm (spine width) — 1.6 mm (margin) — 1.6 mm (margin) = 13.96 mm
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